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	BACKGROUND:
	 Current Business Operator (Javier Gonzalez)
	On December 20, 2016, the Planning Division received a business license application from Javier Gonzalez requesting approval for a change in ownership of an existing cocktail lounge located at 3256 Gage Avenue. As part of the application review proces...
	On January 4, 2017, the City conducted an inspection of the subject property and determined that it was in violation of Condition Nos. 2, 4, 16, and 17 of PC Resolution 1459 (see Exhibit A). The business license application and transfer of Conditional...
	 New Business License Applicant (Melissa Martinez)
	On April 26, 2017, a business license application was submitted to the Planning Division by Melissa Martinez requesting approval for a change in ownership of the business. At the time of the application submittal, Planning Staff explained to Ms. Marti...
	 Police Department Findings
	On May 2, 2017, the Police Department and Business License Enforcement Division met with Planning Staff and informed that the current operator has been conducting events with live music and entertainment and as result, causing nuisances in the surroun...
	Following the meeting with Police Department, the Planning Division determined that the business license application (Exhibit D) and Conditional Use Permit 1459 (Exhibit E) should be further reviewed by the Planning Commission.
	 Planning Commission meeting of June 21, 2017
	On June 21, 2017, a Planning Commission meeting was held and the business license application submitted by Ms. Martinez was presented as an item of consideration. During the meeting, the Planning Commission identified that the current operator is out ...
	 Condition No.2 states, “That the applicant shall comply with all applicable codes, laws, rules and regulations, including Health and Safety, Building, Fire, Sign, Zoning, and Business License Codes of the City of Huntington Park.”
	 Condition No.10 states, “That inventory or merchandise shall only be permitted to be stored or displayed within the enclosed building.”
	 Condition No.11 states, “That the permit may be subject to additional conditions after its original issuance. Such conditions shall be imposed by the Planning Commission as deemed appropriate to address problems of land use compatibility, security, ...
	Police Department staff explained that the business was established over 30 years ago and historically has caused problems associated with weapons, drugs, public intoxication, sexual offenses, human trafficking, noise, traffic, and peace disturbance. ...
	 The business is in violation of the conditions of approval imposed by the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC).
	 The business has produced a total of 74 calls for service between January 2015 and June 2017.
	 The business operates beyond 12:00am and allows the consumption of alcohol after midnight on operating days.
	 The business hosts dancing and live entertainment events, causing traffic and noise problems.
	 The calls for service tie up police resources that can be utilized in other areas.
	 On July 1, 2015, a person was sexually assaulted at the establishment.
	 On January 22, 2017, Police responded to a call from a resident complaint of traffic in the street block generated by the business. Police arrived to the scene and a gentleman by the name of Mr. Francisco Rivas identified himself as the owner of the...
	 On January 26, 2017, Police issued a warning to the operator for posting advertisements outside of the establishment, which is a violation of ABC conditions of approval.
	 On February 9, 2017, the business operator was caught buying alcohol from a supermarket (non-distributor), which is a violation of ABC requirements. Police also found hard liquor stored inside the business, which is another violation of ABC regulati...
	The Planning Commission identified that the current operator is out of compliance with ABC regulations and conditions of approval No. 1, No. 5, No.6, No.10, and No.12.
	 Condition No.1 states, “Sales, service and consumption of alcoholic beverages shall be permitted only between the hours of 10am to 12midnight, each day of the week.”
	 Condition No.5 states, “No ‘happy hour’ type or reduced price alcoholic beverage promotion shall be allowed.”
	 Condition No.6 states, “There shall be no dancing allowed on the premises.”
	 Condition No.10 states, “There shall be no live entertainment of any type, including but not limited to live music, disc jockey, topless entertainment, male or female performers or fashion shows. Karaoke is not deemed a violation of this condition.”
	 Condition No.12 states, “There shall be no exterior advertising or sign of any kind or type, including advertising directed to the exterior from within, promoting or indicating the availability of alcoholic beverages. Interior displays of alcoholic ...
	 Business License
	 Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
	 Business License
	On April 26, 2017, a business license application was submitted to the Planning Division by Melissa Martinez requesting approval for a change in ownership of the business. During the application review, records yielded a CUP in connection with the pro...
	After review of the CUP, it was determined that the property/use is out compliance with the conditions of approval. The property/use must be in compliance with all conditions of approval in order to complete the transfer of the CUP to the new operator...
	 Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
	The Planning Commission identified that the current operator is out of compliance with the conditions of approval No. 2, No. 10, and No. 11 of CUP No. 1459.
	 Condition No.2 states, “That the applicant shall comply with all applicable codes, laws, rules and regulations, including Health and Safety, Building, Fire, Sign, Zoning, and Business License Codes of the City of Huntington Park.”
	The current operator is hosting dance and live entertainment events without a City permit. In addition, dancing and live entertainment is prohibited within the conditions of approval of ABC.
	In addition, the current operator cooks and serves prepared food without a City permit and Los Angeles County Department of Public Health approval.
	The current operator purchased alcohol from a supermarket (non-distributor). ABC regulations require the establishment purchase alcohol only from distributors.
	The Huntington Park Police Department found hard liquor inside of the establishment. ABC regulations prohibit keeping hard liquor or spirits within the establishment.
	 Condition No.10 states, “That inventory or merchandise shall only be permitted to be stored or displayed within the enclosed building.”
	 Condition No.11 states, “That the permit may be subject to additional conditions after its original issuance. Such conditions shall be imposed by the Planning Commission as deemed appropriate to address problems of land use compatibility, security, ...
	Pursuant to HPMC Section 9-2.1106, in order to address problems of land use compatibility, security, and crime control, the Planning Commission may add conditions, including but not limited to:
	 That cooking of food shall be prohibited within the premises.
	 That no prepackaged or prepared food be served in the premises.
	 That the CUP be reviewed on a quarterly basis for compliance. (HPMC Section 9-2.1107.)
	 That the establishment shall comply with all California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) regulations and conditions of approval.
	 That the establishment shall not conduct any type of dance and entertainment, including but not limited to, disc jockeys and karaoke.
	 That security staff patrol inside and outside the establishment during the business hours of operation.
	 That patrons shall be restricted access to and from the alley located at the rear of the establishment.
	 That the facades of the building be modified to incorporate openings to allow visibility to the inside.
	 Police Department Comments
	Police Department expressed concerns for the surrounding neighborhood as the establishment continues to cause problems associated with weapons, drugs, public intoxication, sexual offenses, human trafficking, noise, traffic, and peace disturbance. Poli...
	 The business has produced a total of 74 calls for service between January 2015 and June 2017.
	 The business operates beyond 12:00am and allows the consumption of alcohol after midnight on operating days.
	 The business hosts dancing and live entertainment events, causing traffic and noise problems.
	 The calls for service tie up police resources that can be utilized in other areas.
	 On January 22, 2017, Police responded to a call from a resident complaint. Police arrived to the scene and a gentleman by the name of Mr. Francisco Rivas identified himself as the owner of the business. However, the registered business owner is Mr. ...
	 On January 26, 2017, Police issued a warning to the operator for posting advertisements outside of the establishment, which is a violation of ABC conditions of approval.
	 On February 9, 2017, the business operator was caught buying alcohol from a supermarket (non-distributor), which is a violation of ABC requirements. Police also found hard liquor stored inside the business, which is another violation of ABC regulati...
	 Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
	The Planning Commission identified that the current operator is out of compliance with ABC regulations and conditions of approval No. 1, No. 5, No.6, No.10, and No.12.
	 Condition No.1 states, “Sales, service and consumption of alcoholic beverages shall be permitted only between the hours of 10am to 12midnight, each day of the week.”
	 Condition No.5 states, “No ‘happy hour’ type or reduced price alcoholic beverage promotion shall be allowed.”
	 Condition No.6 states, “There shall be no dancing allowed on the premises.”
	 Condition No.10 states, “There shall be no live entertainment of any type, including but not limited to live music, disc jockey, topless entertainment, male or female performers or fashion shows. Karaoke is not deemed a violation of this condition.”
	 Condition No.12 states, “There shall be no exterior advertising or sign of any kind or type, including advertising directed to the exterior from within, promoting or indicating the availability of alcoholic beverages. Interior displays of alcoholic ...
	 CUP Modification/Revocation Findings
	The Commission may hold a hearing to modify or revoke the Conditional Use Permit granted in compliance with the provisions of HPMC Section 9-2.1112.
	Proper noticing requirements of a hearing to modify or revoke a Conditional Use Permit must be followed.  Fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing, notice shall be delivered in writing to the applicant and/or owner of the property for which the Conditio...
	A Conditional Use Permit may be revoked or modified by the Commission if any one of the following findings can be made:
	Based on the evidence presented, Planning Staff has determined that the required findings can be made in support of a modification or revocation of the Conditional Use Permit.
	The Planning Commission may make the findings to modify the CUP. If the Planning Commission decides to make modifications to the CUP, the findings will need to be brought back at the next available meeting.  Proper noticing requirements for the heari...
	 That cooking of food shall be prohibited within the premises.
	 That no prepackaged or prepared food be served in the premises.
	 That the CUP be reviewed on a quarterly basis for compliance. (HPMC Section 9-2.1107.)
	 That the establishment shall comply with all California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) regulations and conditions of approval.
	 That the establishment shall not conduct any type of dance and entertainment, including but not limited to, disc jockeys and karaoke.
	 That security staff patrol inside and outside the establishment during the business hours of operation.
	 That patrons shall be restricted access to and from the alley located at the rear of the establishment.
	 That the facades of the building be modified to incorporate openings to allow visibility to the inside.
	Findings in support of the CUP modification will need to be brought back to the Planning Commission at the next available meeting.
	Alternatively, the Planning Commission may make the findings to revoke the CUP. If the Planning Commission decides to revoke the CUP, the findings in support of the CUP revocation will need to be brought back to the Planning Commission at the next ava...
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